
CREATIVE WRITING
Teacher Name: Mrs. Brandy Panagos Teacher E-mail: bpanagos@madisoncity.k12.al.us

Course Description: Students analyze and create original works in the categories of prose, poetry, performance poetry,
creative nonfiction, drama, comics, journalism, film, and multimedia.

Students will practice the writing process from pre-writing to the refining and celebration of
completed products. They study existing works and create original works in a variety of mediums &
genres. Students will demonstrate an understanding of terminology and formatting requirements as
they pertain to each medium and genre. Students will create content for an authentic audience for
Patriot Pages. Students will compile a writing portfolio and submit their best works to contests and
The Eclectic literary and arts magazine.

Classroom Management Plan: Classroom Management Plan

● Verbal reprimand
● Conference with student with parent contact
● Withdrawal of privilege(s) with parent contact
● Other consequences determined to be reasonable and appropriate by the school

administration.

Cell Phones

Cell phones and earbuds/headphones will not be allowed to be used during classroom
instruction time. Phones and earbuds/headphones will be put away in a location designated
by the teacher and placed in silent mode. In secondary schools, students will have access to
their phones and earbuds/headphones outside of classroom instruction time such as between
classes and lunch. Failure to follow these procedures will result in a disciplinary referral to
the office.

Grading Policy: Major assessments will count 70 percent of your grade. Homework and classwork will
account for 30 percent of your grade. Grades will be updated weekly in PowerSchools.
Each grading period will consist of nine weeks.

Make-up Work Policy: Make-up tests will only be given to a student who has an excused absence. The student
must make arrangements with the teacher to take a make-up test. Tests may be taken
during Patriot Path with prior arrangement from each teacher. A student only has two
chances (the next two Patriot Paths after the absence) to make up a test. All make-up tests
will be administered in the designated classroom on the Patriot Path session roster.
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Homework/Classwork: Students who are absent for excused reasons will be permitted to
make up missed work. It is the student’s responsibility to get their work assignments
the day upon return to school and complete the assignments according to a time frame
determined by the teacher within two weeks of the date of the last absence. Grades of
zero will be assigned for assignments missed because of unexcused absences.

Text and Other
Required Reading:

The College Handbook of Creative Writing (provided)
On Writing: A Memoir of the Craft by Stephen King (suggested reading only) Method and Madness:
The Making of a Story (suggested reading only) Creating Poetry (suggested reading only)
Save the Cat: Screenwriting (suggested reading only)
Dramatic Writers’ Companion: Theatre (suggested reading only)
Feature and Magazine Writing (suggested reading only)
Understanding Comics (suggested reading only)

Materials and
Supplies Needed:

Laptops

Turnitin Notice
(English Courses)

Accommodations

8.5X11 copy paper, red pen, highlighter
Teacher Wish List: Kleenex, hand sanitizer, Clorox wipes, paper towels

Concerning laptop utilization: 1.Student laptops should not be hard-wired to the network
or have print capabilities. 2. Use of discs, flash drives, jump drives, or other USB devices
will not be allowed on Madison City computers. 3. Neither the teacher, nor the school is
responsible for broken, stolen, or lost laptops. 4. Laptops and other electronic devices will
be used at the individual discretion of the teacher.

The majority of writing assignments in this course will be submitted to Turnitin via the
Schoology learning platform. Turnitin generates a report on the originality of student
writing by comparing it with a database of periodicals, books, online content, student
papers, and other published work. This program will help students discern when they are
using sources fairly, citing properly, and paraphrasing effectively - skills essential to all
academic work.

Students will have the opportunity to review their Turnitin originality report and will have
the opportunity to make revisions before submitting their work for grading. Once their work
is submitted, teachers have the opportunity to view the student/s originality report and grade
accordingly.

Requests for accommodations for this course or any school event are welcomed from
students and parents.
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Example: 18 – WEEK PLAN*

Weeks 1-3 Writing Process, Creative Writing Bootcamp
Weeks 4-7 Fiction, Comics, Patriot Pages #1
Weeks 8-10 Poetry, Multimedia, Patriot Pages #2
Weeks 11-15 Creative Nonfiction, Patriot Pages #3
Weeks 16-18 Stage & Screen, Patriot Pages #4
Week 19 Portfolio, Contest Submissions, The Eclectic Submissions

*This is a tentative plan and may change at the discretion of the teacher.

Please sign below to acknowledge that you have received, read, and understood the syllabus.

Student name: ___________________________________

Student signature: __________________________________

Parent/guardian name: ____________________________

Parent/guardian signature: ____________________________

Parent/guardian, please provide two ways for me to contact you (email address, phone numbers):

Parent/Guardian Email:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Phone number:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent Notes and Concerns:
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